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NOTES AND QUEEIE8. 

Sussex County, Delaware, Court Eecords, for the eighth, ninth, 
and tenth days of First month, 1687, contain the names of the Jury of 
Inquest : 

John Redwood, Thomas Besent, 

Jerremia Scott, William Oring, 

James Piller, Thomas Oldman, 

Bichard Painter, Mathew Osborne, 

James Morrise, Ben. Kirle, 

John Browne, Phillip Russell, 

Nathaniel Sykes, Stephen Witman. 

Coat of Arms of Pennsylvania. — In William Penn's " No Cross, 
No Crown," near the end, chapter xxi., $ 33, Penn speaks of Abraham 
Cowley, of whom he appears to have been a great admirer. And 
towards the end of g 31 he quotes from Cowley as follows : " We may 
talk what we please of lilies and lions rampant, and spread eagles in 
fields d'or or d' argent; but if heraldry were guided by reason, a plough 
in a field arable would be the most noble and ancient arms." Cowley's 
idea of "a plough in a field arable" may have suggested to Penn or 
others the plough in the crest of Pennsylvania. C. C. C. 

A Rare Franklin Imprint.— Mr. Clarence S. Bement has presented 
to the Historical Society of Pennsylvania a copy of Watts's edition of 
" The Psalms of David," which is of special interest. It was printed 
by Franklin in 1729, the first year he established his printing-office, and 
is the earliest thing worthy of the name of a book issued from his press. 
It is the only copy known to exist. It contains three hundred and 
eighteen pages and an Index of twenty-six pages. The imprint reads 
" Philadelphia, Printed by B. F. and H. M. for Thomas Godfrey, and 
sold at his shop, 1729." H. M. stood for Franklin's partner, Hugh 
Meredith. Franklin at that time was attentive to the daughter of a 
relation of Godfrey, but the match was broken off when he found her 
parents would not furnish a marriage settlement sufficient to enable him 
to pay off the debt on his printing-office, they fearing that his business 
effort would not prove successful. Interesting as the volume is typo- 
graphically, this copy has a history of its own, which, judging from the 
memorandums in it, is as follows : It appears to have been picked up in 
Philadelphia in 1778 by one Alexander Hearne, who was a soldier in a 
British regiment when the British occupied our city, as one fly-leaf bears 
the following : " Alexander Hearne, his Psalm Book, 25 of Feb. 1778 ;" 
and another, " Alexander Hearne, Sergeant in the 26th. Regiment. He 
was borne in the parish of Strickathrow, in the Shire of Angues, North 
Britain, in the year of our Lord 1737, aged this present year 42. Dated 
at Staten Island 3d of January 1779." The 26th Regiment was Andrews 
regiment, which we know was in Philadelphia. Mr. Bement had the 
book repaired and beautifully bound by Lortic Fils, of Paris. 
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Letter of Thomas Lloyd, 1691 — 

Mordicaj 
Sonns e LLoyd 

John 

I hope these Lines may finde you well & that you art a injoyeing to 
each other The Lord p'serve you in a dayly remembran of your duty 
towards your Creato' : be examples of Sobriety & affability & decline not 
convenient Industry in the imploy's you art in : you will render your 
Selves reputable thereby & avoid the Snare of Idlesnes : To hear well 
of you, will be even a renewing of the comfortable days of my Life : 
This vessel went off upon short notice I hope, if I live a few m° Longer 
I may be in a Capacity To incourage y" sommwhat more : Mordicaj I do 
enjoyne thee To transcribe exactly over the 5 th : 6 : & 7 Ch. of Mathew 
containing the doctrines of our Saviours sermen upon the mount: Some 
Late Jews have acknowledgid the heads of wisdome to be therein ex- 
pressed mind thoroughly the matter Orthography: watch over each 
other in love. Take heed of giving way to folly & loose discourse, the 
bane of youth : remember me to Such Friends in particular who have 
be e n Kinde unto y" : & in general To the Sober Friends of the Island 
The Lord, your heavenly Father, Take you into his Care & protection 
& keep y u in his Feare & tender of his grac e . We are generally well ; 
this Sumer hithrto very healthy Farewell to y e both : 

Philadelph 3 d 6 M° Your Loving Father 

wsi Tho: Lloyd 

[On the back.] 

For Mordicaj Lloyd 

att Jamaica 

These 

Revolutionary Soldiers. — We give the following " Return of the 
Recruits enlisted by the Classes of Lancaster County agreeable to an 
Act of Assembly passed June 25, 1781," from papers of William Henry, 
of Lancaster, as many of the names do not appear in the rosters printed 
in the Pennsylvania Archives : 

Lancaster Borough. 

Stephen Vanderlinder, 4 Regt. Artillery 

Thomas Rigby, ditto. 

Patrick Condrine, ditto. 

William Gilbert, 4 Regt. Light Dragoons 

James Hopkins, ditto. 

William Dyer, 4 th Artillery 

Benjamin Sadler, ditto. 

Bennet Renshaw, Light Dragoons 

William Wade, ditto 

Jacob Raum, ditto 

Daniel Wandler, Artillery 

John Henright, ditto 

Anthony Robse, 6 th Regiment. 

Benjamin Morris, Light Dragoons 

Christian Nebel, ditto 

Philip Berry, Artillery 

Mathew Jones, ditto. 

Conrad Herger, Light Dragoons 
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Dunmore Township. 

John Curry, Artillery. 
James Anderson, 6 tt Kegt. 

Conestogo Township. 

John McWade, Light Dragoons 
Christian Rightenboad, 6 th Regiment. 

Hempfield Township. 

Edward Smith, Artillery. 
George Milchsack, 6* Regiment 
William Welsh, ditto 

Thomas Brown, Artillery. 

Little Britain Township. 

Thomas Kelly, Artillery. 
James Moore, 6 th Regiment. 

Manheim Township. 

William M c Clung, 6 th Regiment. 
John Maddis, Light Dragoons. 

Heidelberg Township. 

George Nagel, 6" 1 Regiment. 
Jacob Atler, ditto 

John Ambell, Artillery. 

Strasburg Township. 

Cornelius Wied, Light Dragoons. 
Francis Leland, Artillery. 
Daniel Hains, 6 th Regiment. 

Donegal Township. 

Thomas Ross, Artillery 
Archibald Hays, ditto. 

Bapho Township. 
Augustus Milcksack, 6 th Regiment. 

Mount Joy Township. 
Peter Maghin, Light Dragoons. 

Bart Township. 
Robert Hannah, 6 th Regiment. 

Cocalico Township. 
John Erlenbacher, Artillery 
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Lancaster Township. 

Isaac Davis, Light Dragoons. 
Henry Teaff, Artillery. 

Londonderry Township. 
William Benson, Light Dragoons. 

Paxton Township. 
Joseph McGee, Artillery. 

Earl Township. 
John Eemens, Artillery. 

Marlich Township. 
James Garnaghan, Light Dragoons. 

Enlisted by the Commissioners. 

John Godlip, Light Dragoons. 

Mathias Althouse, ditto. 

Casper Houser, ditto. 

Tho' Hugh Cromwell, ditto. 

Frederick Mayer, ditto. 

John Gramer, ditto. 

Thomas Jones, ditto. 

Christian Leidenrode, 6 th Kegiment. 

John Demsey, ditto. 

John Burk, ditto. 

John Campbell, ditto. 

John Allen, Artillery. 

David Safferin, 

Pctsr (trII&s 

Certify'd by us at Lancaster 29 Sept r 1781. 

Jacob Krug, 
John Slaymaker, 
John Jamison. 

Historic House destroyed by Fire. — The historic Wingate 
house at Stratham, New Hampshire, was destroyed by fire on Sunday 
morning, December 30, 1894. It was one of the oldest in the State, and 
was built prior to 1716 by Dudley Leavitt, and is described in the town 
records as the " new house situated next to the meeting-house." In 
1766 the Hon. Paine Wingate settled in the town and purchased the 
house, which has remained in that family ever since. L. 

"The Provincial or Colonial Flag op Pennsylvania." — 
Since the appearance of Mr. Francis Olcott Allen's interesting article 
in last year's July number of the Pennsylvania Magazine it has 
been asserted that the colors of the First Regiment of the Associators of 
1748 (a lion holding a cimeter and the shield of the Province) was the 
Provincial or Colonial Flag of Pennsylvania. Now, besides this flag, 
Dr. Benjamin Franklin designed several others; but, since all of them, 
including the lion one, were but regimental colors, it is incorrect to call 
any one of them " The Provincial or Colonial Flag of Pennsylvania," 
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because not one of them represented the Province. The only flag which 
did represent the Province was the banner of the Penns, her feudal 
lords (argent, on a fesse sable three plates) ; and, although this banner 
had been borne in England and perhaps also by Admiral Penn, in the 
Dutch wars, there is no account of it ever having been unfurled within 
Pennsylvania. Why this one — the true Provincial flag, because it rep- 
resented the Province by representing her lords, whose seigniory she 
was — was never unfurled here is not surprising when we remember the 
great Quaker element present, and the jealousy of the English to the 
display of any flag but the cross of St. George, — a feeling which rendered 
objectionable even the carrying of the mere regimental colors invented 
by Franklin. But, although the Province of Pennsylvania never dis- 
played her flag, she did set up and display its bearings on the shield 
of arms in her Great Seal and on the official acts and proclamations 
issued by her authority. P. S. P. Conner. 

Philadelphia. 

P.S. — The term " lord," as applied to the Penns, must be understood 
merely in its feudal sense, and not in one connecting them with the 
British peerage. 

Benjamin Smith to Samuel Emlen, Jr., at Isaac Mathers's, about 
seven miles from Germantown, on the Montgomery road, Whitemarsh, 
Pennsylvania. 

" Phil'a 10 mo. 5/1793. ... I do not think on the whole that the general 
state of the disorder is less awful than when I wrote. . . . some particular 
deaths that have lately occurred are affecting. Thou wilt have heard 
of the death of Margaret Haines, perhaps, who fell before this de- 
stroyer on 5th day morn'g. The same day, I think, died John Todd, 
Sen'r, Jon'n Shoemaker, Jac. Tomkins Jr., Wife of Jos : Budd, Towns'd 
Speakman & our neighbour Kay. . . . Soon after I closed my last to 
thee, we were informed of the death of thy kinsman Sam'l Powell, who 
was struck with the disorder as he returned from a visit to his wife who 
was at her Brother R. W's ; he turned in at a little farm he has a few 
miles from hence, where in a few days he died. S. P. Griffitts spent the 
last night with his uncle, who had, during his illness, good medical as- 
sistance. D. Dawson stopped me & desired I would inform thee that in 
writing thou might let thy Father know that our fr'd E. Burngate is 
dead ; he added he had lost his wife. . . . Here is no trade, none of the 
British vessels attempt to discharge, the Manchester after sending up 
half her cargo, got off without much damage. . . . T. C. James taken 
with the disorder day before yesterday with considerable violence. . . ." 

The "Connecticut Claim."— Letter of John Harris, dated Paxton, 
September 4, 1770. — " I can't think the present Connecticut Claim will 
ever take place, but the People are so Disgusted in general at the Prefer- 
ence of the Lands in the New Purchase Being given to Gentlemen, of 
Fortunes, Favourites, Officers &c, & so large a Quitrent laid on the 
Lands that there is a General Discontent prevails, for if the first Im- 
provers had Got the Lands granted to them, there would never been any 
Connecticut People (so Called) on the Premises, & they are generally 
Inhabitants of this Province, Jerseys &c. that are now there, and there 
is now a number of them on the West Branch & the Inhabitants I hear 
generally Joins them on Conditional Terms, so that the Affair may 
happen to be of more Trouble to dispossess them than most Persons 
imagines, If they continue in Possession some years and makes good 
Improvements &c." 
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Some Old Bills. — I am sometimes asked for the names of silver- 
smiths and jewellers of Philadelphia in the last century. I send a bill 
of Daniel Dupuy. 

Mr. Lukens to Dan'l Dupuy. 



June 22nd, 1773 To mending a pr Stone Buttons for Dau'tr . £0- 1-0 


To mending a Stone Eing . 


. 0- 1-6 


Oct. 20th, 1773 To mending a shoe Buckel for Mr. Lukens . 0- 1-6 


To a fellow to a Squair shoe Buckel with 


new Chapes 1 & tongues in both 


. 0- 5-0 


June 25th, 1774 To a fellow to a small Do . 


. 0- 5-0 


To fellow to a small Do. 


. 0- 5-0 




£1- 8-6 


By Old Silver Eec'd 


. 0-11-0 


Due 


. £0-17-6 


Mr. John Luken's Estate to Qeo : Claypoole, 


Dr. 

£ s. a. 
. 8 10 


1777 March ye 12th to a mahogany Ooffen for Himself 


Mr. John Luchings to Elizabeth Miller 


Dr. 


1777 




March 26th To Making a habit for Gainey . 


. - 5-0 


To making a habit for Eeachel . 


. - 5-0 


To bobin & butins thraid 


. - 1-0 


To making Abigail a gown . 


. - 5-0 


Tothrad 


. 0- 0-6 



0-16-6 

Eec'd 7th April 1777 of Mr. Euben Haines, one pound 3/4 for Jno 
Lukens Lamp & watch Tax for the year 1776. 

£1,3,4 Will : Adcock 

T. S. 
Quttitfi, 

Phinney Family. — Certain descendants of Joshua Phinney (or 
Finney) who claim descent from the Pilgrim John Finney (who came 
to this country before 1638) removed some time about the beginning of 
the present century to New Milford, Pennsylvania. These descendants 
must not be confounded with those of Eobert Finney, who settled in 
Pennsylvania in 1725, emigrating from Ireland that year, and who have 
always spelt their name as originally. A Henry Finney came to Ehode 
Island and married there, in the town of West Greenwich, Melissa 
Capron, March 22, 1857. He was the son of James, and came from 
Pennsylvania. 

There may be others who trace descent from the Phinneys of New 
England stock, and who may be able to make lines of connection between 
families that seem now to be totally distinct. It may be possible that 
the families of the Pilgrim John Finney and of Eobert Finney may be 
allied, as John had a brother Eobert, who came with him to this country, 
though neither history nor tradition states their birthplace. If of Irish 
origin, they were severely Protestant. Any information about the Phinney 
family, members of which removed from New England, will be grate- 
fully received. Please address Franklin C. Clark, M.D., 186 Benefit 
Street, Providence, Ehode Island. 

i The catch by which they are held in place. 

Vol. xix. — 9 
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American Pottery. — About 1840 the Jersey City Pottery was pro- 
ducing yellow or cream-colored ware decorated with printed designs, 
usually in black. How extensively transfer-printing was practised there 
is not known, but I have seen at least one piece of the work, in the 
shape of a large octagonal water-pitcher, with designs of the American 
eagle and the log cabin of the 1840 campaign and a portrait of General 
W. H. Harrison. The piece was marked on the bottom with a small 
printed design of a flag containing the name of the factory, — " American 
Pottery Manufacturing Co., Jersey City." If any one has a similar 
piece, or any piece from that pottery, with printed decorations, I would 
be glad to hear from him. It is supposed that all of the pieces of that 
character were marked. This information is desired to enable me to 
complete my record of the chain of progress in the art of the potter in 
this country. 

West Chester, Pennsylvania. Edwin Atlee Baebee. 

Dunlop. — Information is desired of the parentage and life of Colonel 
James Dunlop prior to the year 1794, at which date he came from 
Franklin County, Pennsylvania, and with his son-in-law laid out the 
town of Bellefonte. J. H. S. 

Ormsby — Haerison. — Oliver Ormsby, of Pittsburgh, son of John and 
Jane (McAllister) Ormsby, was educated with the sons of the family at 
one of the Harrison estates in Virginia. He was given an allowance 
and a pony by his father, the same as the Harrison sons had, and their 
tutor was an eccentric Scotchman. The name of Harrison, as a conse- 
quence, has been perpetuated in the Ormsby family. Oliver Ormsby's 
son, Dr. Oliver Harrison Ormsby, was to have been called Burr Harrison 
Ormsby, the former name being connected in some way with this particular 
Harrison family ; but the idea was abandoned, as the name of Burr was 
then held in great detestation, Aaron Burr's treason being fresh in every 
one's mind. Oliver Ormsby acted as navy agent at Pittsburgh during 
the War of 1812, at the request of Mr. George Harrison, navy agent at 
Philadelphia ; but Mr. Harrison does not appear to be in any way con- 
nected with the foregoing tradition. Colonel Burr Harrison, of Prince 
William County, Virginia, son of Burr and Ann Harrison, of Chapa- 
wamsie, had three sons — Matthew, born 1763 ; Burr, born 1767 ; and 
Cuthbert, born 1768 — who were about the same age as Oliver Ormsby, 
born 1767. I should like to know if any of the descendants of that 
family can confirm the idea that theirs was the family in question. 

Allegheny, Pennsylvania. Olivee Oemsby Page. 

Semple. — Information is requested concerning David Semple, Steele 
Semple, and Cunningham Semple, of the Philadelphia bar: dates of 
births, and where ; dates of deaths, and where ; and did either occupy 
any public office or judicial honor? John Hill Martin. 

Smith's Brewery and the Swallows. — The following letter of 
Eobert Hare to Eeuben Haines, written probably about 1824, has been 
sent to us with the query as to how many subsequent years was this 
annual visit of the swallows observed. 

N. Y. April 14«> 

Dear Eeuben, 

It occurs to me that it is just now on the eve of the time when the 
swallows visit our Brewery, that was, according to immemorial usage. 
The punctuality of their return and departure has always been a matter 
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of astonishment to me, as it has always taken place about the 18th, if 
not on the very day, whatever may be the season. Mr. Smith, my suc- 
cessor, during the great number of years he was in our employ, has 
always noted it with some interest. ... 

I am very truly 
Your friend, 

Kobeet Hare. 

Mr. Haines has endorsed on the letter, " Hirundo Americana, barn 
swallow, arrived 4 mo. 15th." 

The brewery was located at the northwest corner of Fifth and Minor 
Streets. " T. S. 

Colcord — Coffin. — Jane Coffin, daughter of Tristram and Deborah 
(Colcord) Coffin, was married to Edward Colcord, of Hampton, New 
Hampshire, about the year 1738. I shall be obliged for information of 
the name of Edward Colcord's parents. He is supposed to be the son 
of Jonathan Colcord (b. March 4, 1684), who was the son of Samuel 
(representative in the Assembly in 1682), who was the son of Edward 
the immigrant. (See " Dictionaiy of the First Settlers of New England," 
Savage, Vol. I.) " C. H. C. 

Abel. — Conrad Abel, of Philadelphia, hatter and hat-dyer, married 
in St. Michael and Zion Church, June 1, 1756, Maria Margaret Sturm. 
He died September, 1794, leaving (by will) these children : Jacob, George 
(to whom he willed his library), Catherine, Margaret, Elizabeth, Sarah, 
and wife Margaret. 

He owned, among other properties, eight lots, one hundred by one 
hundred and forty-four feet, corner of Juniper and Cherry Streets, a 
part of which his heirs still hold. I have all the records of his 
children, but would be very glad to know if any evidence exists of 
his having served in the Associators or militia during the Revolution. 
He was not over forty years old when the war began, and he does not 
appear among those who were loyalists, or non-Associators. He lived, 
I think, on the north side of Mulberry Street, on his own property, 
fifteen by one hundred feet, bought in 1764 of Henry Keppele. He 
bought the Juniper Street lots of William Milnor in 1783. Any proof 
of his military service will be gratefully received by 

Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania. Rev. Horace Edwin Hayden. 

The Universal Magazine and Review. — Can any of your readers 
supply information regarding "The Universal Magazine and Review" ? 
I have an engraving of the Duchess of Gordon bearing the above im- 
print, and I am anxious to find the article which I infer that this portrait 
illustrated. The Duchess of Gordon married Staats Morris, of the 
British army, a brother of Gouverneur Morris, in 1758, and died in 1770. 
Instigated by her brother-in-law, she became a considerable land-owner 
in the United States. Information regarding her is desired by 

Andrew D. Millick, Jr. 

Kite Cltjb. — I remember that about sixty years ago there was in 
this city a Kite Club, the members of which used to congregate on Bush 
Hill to experiment with their kites, which ranged in size from one foot 
to ten or more feet in height. Information is requested as to where the 
minutes of this organization can be consulted. R. 



132 Notes and Queries. 

Philadelphia Convention of 1780. — In J. 0. Hamilton's " His- 
tory of the Republic," Vol. II. pp. 79-82, is an account of several con- 
ventions of the New England or Northern States held 1776-80. On page 
81 is some account of the Philadelphia Convention held in January of 
1780: " they adjourned to February, and then to April, when a call was 
made for a meeting in August." There is no copy of the Journal of this 
Convention among the papers of the Old Congress at Washington, nor 
in the archives of New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, or New 
York. I have found one in the archives of Massachusetts, which ends 
thus : " Tuesday, Feby. 8th, then met according to adjournment. Re- 
solved, that the adjournment of this Convention be to the fourth day of 
April next, to meet at the State House in the city of Philadelphia." Did 
that meeting hold? and was there such a call made ? Do you know of a 
copy of the Journal of the Philadelphia Convention, besides the one I 
refer to? C. J. H. 

Washington.— It is stated (Pennsylvania Magazine, Vol. XIII. 
p. 89) that General Washington visited Bethlehem. Is it known whether 
he ever used the Minisink road and halted at Nazareth, in his journeys 
between the Hudson River and Philadelphia ? 

New York. H. 

Bastian — Rup. — Information is wanted as to where can be obtained 
the full text of the marriage certificate of Christopher Bastian and Ann 
Rup, an abstract of which is given in the July, 1894, number of the 
Pennsylvania Magazine. Is the certificate still in existence ? 

Germantown, Philadelphia. G. H. B. 

Jones. — Is there any descendant now living of Agnes Jones, of Ger- 
mantown, Pennsylvania, who married Robert Eastburn in 1733? 

They were Friends, but were converted under the preaching of George 
Whitefield, and with others erected a large building for worship, and 
called Rev. Gilbert Tennaut to be their pastor. Can any one give the 
ancestry of this Agnes Jones ? Also, can any one tell whom her son 
Robert married and the date of his marriage? M. W. M. 

Longscope. — Biographical information is requested of Samuel Long- 
scope, who published an English newspaper at Easton, Pennsylvania, 
in 1799, ana for several years thereafter. 

3215 Spencer Terrace, West Philadelphia. Ethan A. Weaver. 

Jones — Roberts. — Wanted, copy of record of marriage of John 
Jones and Sidney Roberts, which took place about 1779. M. L. 



Washington. — General Washington never visited the Moravian town 
of Nazareth, which was laid out at the southern terminus of the old 
Minisink road, but on July 28, 1779, a nephew of the name, with two 
friends from Virginia, passed a day or more at the inn. The distinguished 
visitors to the town during the Revolution were General Gates and staff", 
April 11, 1777, going northward, and General Philip Schuyler and staff, 
May 30, en route for Albany. General Gates, with his wife, again visited 
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the town, January 6, 1778, and remained overnight at the inn, and in 
November the French minister Gerard, Don Juan de Miralles, and 
Silas Deane, escorted by Bishop Ettwein, came sight-seeing. 

Ed. Penna. Mag. 

Samuel Mebedith. — The letter of Samuel Meredith (Pennsyl- 
vania Magazine, Vol. XVII. p. 211) is to be found among the letters 
of Thomas Wharton, of Philadelphia. 

Ed. Penna. Mag. 

City of Philadelphia Flag. — The so-called flag of the city is 
merely the display of the city seal, the device and colors of which were 
established by ordinances of June 22, 1854 (p. 17), and February 14, 
1874 (p. 55). David W. Sellees. 

Seybeet (Pennsylvania Magazine, Vol. XVIII. p. 386).— The 
Seybert referred to is doubtless Adam Seybert, a Democratic politician, 
and at the time a member of Congress from Philadelphia. He was a 
chemist or druggist, — whence the " doctor," — and this profession of his 
furnished his political opponents a frequent source of ridicule. He was 
a supporter of Madison, while the writer of the " Hit" was presumably 
in favor of Clinton for the presidency. Seybert was apparently on an 
electioneering tour for Madison. The " bottles containing extracts from 
a newly discovered caucus root, lately found at Washington" is of course 
a fling against the system of nominating for President by Congressional 
caucus. Madison was so nominated, but both before and long after his 
date the system was very much opposed. William M. Meigs. 

Ogden (Pennsylvania Magazine, Vol. XVI. p. 253). — A. B. M. I. 
will please send present address to 

Ed. Penna. Mag. 



HlSTOEY OF THE EELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FEIENDS, CALLED BY SOME 

the Feee Quakers, in the City of Philadelphia. By 

Charles Wetherill. Philadelphia, 1894. 118 pp. 
The old brick meeting-house at the corner of Fifth and Arch Streets, 
since 1841 occupied by the Apprentices' Library Company, has probably 
been the subject of more inquiry than many of the edifices of a past age 
in the city, mainly occasioned by the closing paragraph of the inscrip- 
tion on the marble tablet built into the north gable. The Society of 
Free Quakers, but more familiarly known as the " Fighting Quakers," 
who erected the building " in the year of our Lord 1783, of the Empire 
8," was founded by a number of Friends who took part during our war 
for independence, either in the military or civil service, and were for 
such participation disowned. Conspicuous among these founders were 
Timothy Matlack, a colonel of militia and a member of the Committee 
of Safety ; the brothers Colonel Clement and Owen Biddle and William 
Crispin, of the quartermaster's and commissary departments of the 
army ; Christopher Marshall, the diarist, a member of the Committee of 
Safety; and Peter Thomson, printer of the Continental money. Among 
.the women were Lydia Darragh, who, it is said, notified Washington of 
the intended surprise of his army, then encamped at White Marsh, and 
Elizabeth Claypoole, who was employed by Congress to manufacture 



